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'Once more the kindly goddess undertook to enlighten me.
^It is round about high noon," she said, "that the old seer
emerges from his native salt, letting a cat's-paw from the West
darken the surface to conceal his coming. Once out, he makes
for his sleeping place in the shelter of a cave, and those children
of the brine, the flippered seals, heave themselves up from the
grey surf and go to sleep in herds around him, exhaling the pun-
gent smell of the salt sea depths. Pick three men from your crew
with care, the best you have on board, and at daybreak I will
lead you to the spot and find you each a place to lie in. But I must
tell you how the old sorcerer proceeds. First he will go his round
and count the seals; then, when he has counted them and seen
that all are there, he will lie down among them like a shepherd
with his flocks of sheep. That is your moment. Directly you see
him settled, summon all your strength and courage and hold
him down however hard he strains and struggles to escape. He
will try all kinds of transformations, and change himself not
only into every sort of beast on earth, but into water too and
blazing fire. But hold him fast and grip him all the tighter. And
when he speaks at last and asks you questions in his natural shape,
just as he was when you saw him lie down to rest, then, sir, you
may relax your pressure, let the old man go, and ask him which
god is your enemy and how to get home along the highways of
the fish." After giving me this advice she disappeared into the
rollers, and I took myself off to the spot where my ships were
resting on the sand, with many dark forebodings as I walked
along. When I had reached the sea and found my ship, we pre-
pared our supper. The solemn night descended on us and we lay
down to sleep on the surf-beaten strand.
* When the new Dawn had flecked the East with red, I set out,
with many prayers to heaven, along the shore of the far-flung
sea, accompanied by the three men from my crews whom I felt
I could rely on most in any emergency.
^idothee had vanished under the wide waters of the sea, but
she now reappeared, carrying in her arms the skins of four seals,
all freshly flayed to decoy her father. She scooped out lairs for us

